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. Organic techniques are attracting
more interest, and research shows a growing trend

“There’s a general trend for

By Beth Burwinkel
B ot people to want to be ‘green’
hile a mere 5 percent of across the board in their lives,”
gardeners in the Unit- Butterfield said during a Web
ed States say they use conference earlier this month on
all *organic” methods, consumer frends in organic and
according to the National Gar- natural gardening. The “green-
dening Association, interest in ing of America has become
organic and all-natural tech- much more popular.”
niques is on a slow, steady take- Amy Casper is seeing more in-
off. terest in organics at Greenacres
About 35 percent of garden- Foundation in Indian Hill, which
ers are what they call hybrid gardens organically and sells
gardeners, who use both chem- food produced at the farm.
ical and organic methods. Marvin Duren of Marvin's Organic Gardens “I think people are much more
Bruce Butterfield, research E'ahm%”;wm R i aware of not wanting to resort to
director for the gardening asso- chemicals, even in flower gar-

dens,” says Casper, Greenacres garden manager,
“There’s at least more awareness now that there
are other options available.”

ciation, expects all-natural and organic gardening
to grow af a rate of 10 percent in each of the next
several years.

What's driving this growth? E-mail GardenStories@cinci.rr.com

Inside Drganic lwn care and composting tips, F4
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Piling on
the compost
is step No. 1

By Beth Burwiakel / Enqume mrmiuns

e Americas a'e Iy

ing organic —or aloiy-

ral = gardening metle

s Comparies are
producing productsfo meet the grow-
ing demeand, from o line of tripanic
serdls prodhuced by Fermp-Morse Seed
Co. ta orgasicsoifs, mulches, fung
ciden. fertiligers and Enaccticides. Gar
den centers and mass merchandisers
are making sgpce for orgaee prodiscts
on thelr shelyes.

Marvin Daren, operator of Marvin's
Organie Gardens in Lebunoo, fields
gueestioes from would-be orgunle gar-
deners every day.

*I'm hearing, ‘How do | trasstion
over (o argame mitheds™ * Duns
s

e made thie wwitch in o day; more
than i quurer-centiry g,

*It was more of » mind-set,” Duren
says “Thnew for sure 1 could provide
enough mutrients in the sofl.”

He startid by composting. “W's 3
wery chieap way fo get ito organic gar

. Dutes says.

Hes wnan't certain at first of he conld
santrol insects organicadly, bt he
ntadde the commltment 1 avold sy
thetic methods and chemiicals. He says
it i lessexpensive to garden organical-
ly and that the mady ingredient wn or
Bankc gardener peeds iv compost

“It's the elixr thae foces it all*

What abeun garden pests?

“Thene s just abput on orgatic solo-
thon for every imsect,” Disren says. *A
ot of times the msects you ane trying
o efiminate & not that harmul.®

Organic gatdeners, e s, need 3
litthe: tolerance for whal he cafls “one
Tiither nilbble hwre or there.”

For the last devade, daylily enthusi
st John Dk of Hartwell has inken sn
organic-approsch o gardening. He
{eeds his planis with conmpest punad
wd in bing.at fho bogk of hiv vl

Thie coinpat Warks like 2 fortilizer.
sy Dk has il s need 1o use
chemicals

I you mudeh with comypost, yoo will
e smviaped] of how well yone plants will
perform,” says Duke, formder of thr
American Compost Sactery

Melen Black of Indlan Hill stwmys
Thees avoided chomical
fertilizers aud pesik
eidkes in her garden-

I e docs \ine

plants, inchiding e
or celandine and han-
oy )

in & bod enriched with
peal moss, keaves aud
OO,

She grows mative plints e much 28
posible bocatse (hey are adapled (o
v comditiams. And, she doesn’t néed
chemical pesticide

“T'vm not particular,” Black sy I
Urere's & hode b  lexd or something
Tikee thad, i doesnt bother me.”

Scuft mnd Becky Nichols hired Mar.
vin's Chgganic Gardens last simmer 10
landscape their Anderson Township
ywrd. The wish 16 go orgaic waan't the
oy reason they chase Marvin's, bt
Becky Nichols says she's pot comfort-
able using a ot of chemicals

-
Fee
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s panmis of youny children, Colin
snd Sarahy Notirhe of Symies Town
ahig say theidea of & pesticidefree
yard 1o them

When they moved here fron Chics-
o 44 years agu they hail an drganic
landscage installed. They makntain the
yard using organic prodicts.

The couple ks started composting
mnd thedr orgnule mind-set has worked
it wiy indoors, where they now tse
uinly nistoxic cleaning products.

E-mail GardenStoriey@einci.mm.com

Organic lawn care

ot haurer. who wi for a chimi

et 25 yaary wi

gy for Sevensl yEarE, re-

iwel Lt prsticides ha was appdeng. ) decidad | diddt et Lo be working for the
% Euft " he says. Hin and tarnidy apened Purslawn, which nfiers organc

i core Searting in Dmyton, Ohic, & 18 Lranchiny into Grestar Crcinnet this sesson

Wiri introducing @ whal
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Hg acveca for O -are

), % will lose energy and wend Lo b
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